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The Annual Invitation Athletic
and Oratorical lVIeet
held at the

Eastern Illinois State N orrnal School

School Calendar

June 19, Monday

Classification Begins at 9 A. M.

June 20, Tuesday

Class Work Begins

July 28, Friday

Summer Term Ends

Sept. 12, Tuesday

Fall Term Begins
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The Annual Invitation Athletic and Oratorical Meet.

For a number of years the high schools of Eastern Illinois
conducted through an association annual athletic and oratorical
meets. These were held in the various towns of the district and
gradually grew to be so large that only a few schools felt like assuming the responsibility of conducting the meet. Consequently,
in 1908 the association was dissolved.
In the spring of 1909 the Eastern Illinois State Normal School
decided to give an invitation athletic and oratorical meet. The
plan received the encouragement of several prominent school
men in the district who requested that it be made an annual af·
fair.
The school was fortunate in having among its teachers several who had had considerable experience in athletics, and so
could prepare for even the first meet with some degree of adequacy. It was believed that with a permanent and constantly improved athletic field, the best of equipment, and increasing experience, the school could offer more satisfactory meets than if
each year the contestants found new and untried conditions.
It was the purpose of the committee, to whom the president
of the school entrusted the management of the meet, to make the
admission fees as low as possible and yet pay expenses and at the
same time accumulate a fund that would serve in case of a rainy
day to guarantee against loss. This has not yet been done. There
remains only a small surplus, and this is being used to make the
third annual meet even better than the first two. The school
is gratified with the success that has thus far attended the meet.
The mistakes that were made have, it is hoped, taught the committee what to avoid in the future. The changes in the plans for
this year-the elimination of the high hurdles, for instance. and
the addition of a fifty yard dash-are the results of experience.
The attendance each year has been good, the spirit among both
contestants and spectators fine, and the performances of the athletes excellent.
7
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The first meet was held May 8, 1909. In spite of a beautiful
morning, rain began just after the crowd reached the field and fell
in torrents all the afternoon. All field events, excepting the
discus throw, were necessarily abandoned; but every track event
was run within one minute of the time announced on the programme. In comparing the time made in 1909 with that in other
years one must bear in mind that in one part of the longer races
the contestants ran through water six inches deep, and that the
hundred yard dash was run in a driving rain. All of the records
are, under the circumstances, most creditable.
'l'he second meet, May 14, 1910, had ideal weather conditions.
As a result there was a large crowd, every event was run off on
schedule time, and splendid records were made. The most notable
event was the discus throw, in which Leslie Byrd, of Milford, set
a new interscholastic record for the whole world, hurling the weight
134 feet 10~ inches.
The referee of the meet was Walter H. Eckersall, of Chicago.
At the close of the athletic meet an informal reception in
the gymnasium was given by the young women of the school.
Following are lists of the schools entering teams in the two
meets and a tabulation of the records made:

Arcola
Arthur
Assumption
Champaign
Charleston
Chrisman
Danville
Gibson City
Gilman
Hillsboro
Hoopeston
Hume
Kansas
Marshall
Mattoon

Metcalf
Milford
Monticello
Neoga
Newman
Nokomis
Oakland
Paris
Rantoul
Robinson
Shelbyville
Sullivan
Tuscola
Urbana
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Records 1909.
School

Name

Events

Tuscola
Arcola
Tuscola
Urbana
Tuscola
Paris
Tuscola
Urbana

Ballman
Black
Wamsley
Miller
Moore
Brooks
Niaris
Cox

100-Yard Dash
220-Yard Dash
440-Yard Run
120-Yara High Hurdles
220-Yard Low Hurdles
880-Yard Run
One-Mile Run
Discus Throw

Record
10~

seconds
24i seconds
56~ seconds
16 seconds
No time taken
2 min. 18t sec.
5 min. 2! sec.
104 ft. 10 in.

Records 191 0.
Events

100-Yard Dash
220-Yard Dash
440-Yard Run
880-Yard Run
One-Mile Run
220-Yard Low Hurdles
High Jump
Running Broad Jump
Pole Vault
12-Pound Shot Put
12-Pound Ham mer Throw
*Discus Throw
One-Mile Relay Race

Name

School

Record

Rue
Rue
Belnap
Brooks
Belnap
Yeaw
Hannold
Rue
Jones
Byrd
Byrd
Byrd

Mattoon
Mattoon
Mattoon
Paris
Mattoon
Tuscola
Paris
Mattoon
Paris
Milford
Milford
Milford
Paris

lOt seconds
23 seconds
561; seconds
2 min. 20~ sec.
5 min. 3t sec.
29~ seconds
5 ft. 6 in.
19 ft. 9 in.
9ft. 7 in.
48 ft. 8 in.
153ft. 5 in.
129 ft. 9 in.
2 min. 20~ sec.

• In a trial later for a record, Byrd threw the discus 134ft. 10% in.
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LESLIE BYRD, WHO IN THE

1910

MEET MADE A NEW WORLD'S

INTERSCHOLASTIC RECORD, THROWING THE DISCUS.

Winners in Athletic Meet
1909
Winners of Meet and President's Prize, Tuscola.
Relay Race, not run.

1910
Winner of Meet and President's Prize, Mattoon.
Relay Race, Paris.
The oratorical contests have been equally creditable. Each
year the number of entrants has been so large as to necessitate a
preliminary contest in the forenoon. In the evening five girls
and five boys have presented their selections. While the judges
were deliberating each year the prizes for the athletic contests
have been presented.
The judges for the first year were:
Charles M. Curry, of Terre Haute.
H. B. Wilson, of Decatur.
Thomas H. Briggs, of Charleston.
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ONE OF THE RACES OF THE HllO MEE'I'.

HIX OF MILFORD IN THE POLE VAUL'l' 1910 MEET.

15
For last year they were:
John M. Crowe, of Chicago.
F. S. Bogardus and C. B. Bacon, of Terre Haute.
The prizes for the first oratorical contest were a copper cup
for the winner of first place in each division and a silver medal
for the winner of second place. In the second oratorical contest
gold and silver medals were awarded the winners of first and
second places in both divisions. This year a prize will be given
to the member of third place also. The prizes will be gold, silver,
and bronze medals.
Following are lists of the schools entering contestants and of
the winners each year.
Kansas
Arcola
Lovington
Casey
Marshall
Champaign
Mattoon
Charleston
Monticello
Chrisman
Newman
Danville
Oakland
Effingham
Paris
Georgetown
Robinson
Greenup
Shelbyville
Harrisburg
'l'uscola
Hillsboro
Urbana
Hoopeston

Winners in Oratorical Meet
1909
Boys.

1st. William C. •rroutman, Charleston.
2nd. William Alonzo Reynolds, Shelbyville.
Girls.

1st. Eliza May Honnold, Kansas.
2nd. Hazel Eddy, Shelbyville.
1910
Boys.

1st. Horace Champion, Mattoon.
2nd. Julus B. Robertson, Shelbyville.
Girls.

1st. Alice A vola t::;eldomridge, Paris.
2nd. Ruth Clark, Georgetown.
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The third annual athletic meet and oratorical contest will be
held this year on May 13. The Athletic Association will, as in
former years, furnish free board and rooms to all contestants
during the meet.
Girls entering the oratorical contest will be furnished rooms
and board in the Women's Building. Members of the Athletic
Association will furnish rooms for all boys entering the contest.
Meals will be served the boys in the Women's Building and in
private boarding clubs.
In general the plan for the meet will be the same as in former
years. Contestants will take their place upon the track in the
order in which their numbers appear in the event. The first mentioned has the pole or the inside position; the next mentioned has
position two; and so on to the outside position. If a contestant
fails to appear at the starting line his place shall be tilled by the
contestant occupying the same place in the next heat. Positions of
contestants will be determined by a fair drawing made by the faculty committee. All events will start at the time stated and
contestants must be at the starting line in time. The usual three
calls will be given by the clerk of the course and his assistants.
In the trials in each of the field events the five contestants
making the best records shall qualify for the final. In each track
event, first and second in each trial heat will be admitted to the
semi-finals, and first and second in each heat of the semi-finals will
be admitted to the final.
The chief changes are that the high hurdles have been omitted
and the fifty yard dash substituted; that gold, silver, and bronze
medals, instead of cups and medals, will be awarded as prizes.
The prize in the relay race will be a cast of Victory by Rauch instead of a silk banner. In the oratorical contest six girls and
six boys, instead of five girls and five boys, will be chosen at
the preliminary contest Saturday morning to appear in the final
contest Saturday evening. In addition to the two prizes given
in previous years in the oratorical contest a bronze medal will
be given to the winner of third place.
Mr. J. A. Parker of
Charleston, offers a silver cup to the winner of the greatest
number of points in the athletic meet.
All who are interested in pure sport, in clean contests both in
athletics and in oratory, are invited to attend the meet on May
13. The meet will begin promptly at one o'clock. The best
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possible preparation is being made for the comf-ort and pleasure
of those who come. All events will be run in the order and at the
exact time stated on the final programme. The track will be in
even better condition than in previous years.
Each person in charge of an athletic team (captain, manager,
or coach), should report immediately upon arrival in Charleston at
the Information Office in the main building of the Normal School
for assignments to rooms and for further instruction and information concerning the meet. Any contestant intending to use his
own hammer, shot, or discus must submit the same to the committee for examination at this time.
Requirements for contestants may be found on the entry
blanks which may be obtained from the chairman of the athletic
committee. After 1911 contestants, besides satisfying the requirements of the local committee, must be members of high schools
belonging to the Illinois High School Athletic Association.
Entries for the oratorical contest close at 6 p. m., April 25.
Entries for the athletic meet close at 6 p. m., May 3. All entries
must be in the hands of the Chairman of the Athletic Committee,
E. H. Taylor, Charleston, on or before the closing date.
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Officials of the 1909 Meet
Referee
Starter
Clerk of Course
Assistant Clerks
Judges of Finish

L. D. Coffman
. F. S. Lunt
J. C. Brown
Guy Nichols, Henry Belting
E. H. Taylor, E. N. 'l'ranseau,
S. E. Thomas
Field Judges
Walter Nehrling, Paul Belting,
Oliver Hostetler
Timers
A. B. Crowe, T. H. Briggs, Walter Moore
Inspectors
Percy Zimmerman, Fred Smith, Carl Kibler,
Robert Zimmerman, Harlan Corzine, Roscoe Harry.
Announcer
Newton Tarble
Scorer
Harry Huber

Officials of the 191 0 Meet
Referee
Starter
Clerk of Course
Assistant Clerks
Judges of Finish

Walter H. Eckersall
F. S. Lunt
J. C. Brown
Harry Huber, Albert Bainbridge
S. E. 'rhomas, E. N. Transeau, E. H. Ta.ylor,
Homer Sampson
Field Judges, Walter Nehrling, Paul Belting, Percy Zimmerman
Timers
T. H. Briggs, A. B. Crowe, Walter Moore
Announcers .
Bruce Corzine, Ivan King
Scorers
Lewis Linder, Grover Welch
Inspectors M. W. Deputy, Chief; Harry Bigler, Denna Fleming,
Gay Fleming, Stanley Hill, Fred Homann, Carl Kibler, Bruce
Rardin, Ciney Rich, Hugo Walk, Henry Zimmerman, Howard
Austin, Robert Zimmerman
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For convenience of reference, the leaving time of all trains
out of Charleston is appended:

Big Four
Eastbound
12:11 noon
3:14p.m.
1:09 a.m.
3:55a.m.
6:22a.m.
12:47 noon

Westbound
2:21p.m.
5:47 p. m.
3:14a.m.
11:39 a. m.
8:12p.m.

Clover Leaf
Eastbound
12:22 noon
11:22 p.m.
6:00a.m.
4:50p.m.

Westbound
3:27p.m.
6:30a.m.
4:30 a.m.
5:20 a.m.

Electric Cars
Cars leave Charleston every hour for Mattoon, where connections may be made with the Illinois Central, main line and
Peoria Division.
City service has been inaugurated since last year. Cars run
from the railroad stations to the Normal School ever:y fifteen
minutes.
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THROUGH THE LINE
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Committees m Charge of the Meets
1909

F.
A.
J.
L.

8.
B.
C.
D.

Lunt, Chairman
Crowe
Brown
Coffman
1910

E.
A.
J.
T.
F.

H.
B.
C.
H.
S.

Taylor, Chairman
·Crowe
Brown
Briggs
Lunt
1911

E.
A.
T.
F.
S.

H.
B.
H.
S.
E.

Taylor, Chairman
Crowe
Briggs
Lunt
Thomas

66

31

A

TOUCHDOWN

THROUGH CENTER

